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GREATER MANCHESTER MAYOR’S CHARITY AND GFT TACKLE
HOMELESSNESS CRISIS IN MANCHESTER – ONE TAP AT A TIME
■
■
■

GFT donates thousands to Greater Manchester Mayor’s Charity
Sponsorship to install automated ‘tap to donate’ points in Northern Rail stations
Raising vital funds to facilitate innovative homelessness prevention projects

Manchester 7th October - Manchester’s long-standing battle with homelessness is far from over.
Records show 125 rougher sleepers per night were documented throughout autumn 2020. Whilst
this represents a 53% decrease from the peak in 2017, the number is still three times higher than
those recorded in 2010.
GFT makes Manchester home and donates £5,500 to raise much needed funds to support
others in finding a safe, warm place to call home this winter.
Commemorating its arrival in Manchester, GFT is enabling the Greater Manchester’s Mayor’s Charity
to make it easy for big-hearted rail commuters to play their part in ending homelessness.
The leading digital transformation specialist will sponsor four automated donation points to enable
commuters to donate £3 simply by tapping for easy, contactless donations. Such mechanics have
become necessary as the reliance on cash has fallen and charities can no longer rely on individuals
having a few coins to drop into a collection box. The donation points will be located at Northern Rail
stations with the highest footfalls in the region from November 2021, with the first confirmed as
Manchester Victoria, and three other key commuter stations across the region yet to be confirmed. In
2019-20 Manchester Victoria alone saw approximately 9,570,816 Mancunions enter and exit the
station. If just half of this number donated just £3, once over the next year, over £14 million could be
raised to support the outstanding ongoing work of the Greater Manchester Mayor’s Charity.
The sponsorship coincides with the Greater Manchester Mayor’s Charity’s ‘A Home for Us All’
campaign to bring attention to the ‘hidden homeless’ ahead of World Homeless Day, 10th
October 2021.
The donations collected via the automated points will be used to make a tangible difference in the
efforts to reduce and prevent homelessness in Greater Manchester, raising vital funds to support
frontline services for the 100 plus people who sleep on Greater Manchester’s streets every night,
as well as preventing people from ending up there.
GFT’s managing director, Carlton Hopper, said: “The automated points are a simple but effective
solution to the problems which the greater reliance on cashless payments is causing for charities. GFT
is committed to giving back to the community it is a part of, doing what we can to help organisations
like the Greater Manchester Mayor’s Charity make Manchester a better place to call home.”
Head of Greater Manchester Mayor’s Charity, Vanessa Haworth, said: “I’m pleased to welcome
GFT to our growing band of generous business partners. With GFT’s help, we can continue to ‘tap’
into the generosity of the travelling public across Greater Manchester. I’m asking everybody who can
afford to donate £3 to take out their card, tap, and help us make a difference to the lives of rough
sleepers and people without homes across our region.”
-ENDS-

Press release | © GFT Technologies SE 2021

Page 1 of 3

NOTES TO EDITORS:
Sources:
Homelessness statistics:
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/homelessness/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/media/5074/gmhps-final-july-21.pdf
http://www.worldhomelessday.org/
Station usage:
https://dataportal.orr.gov.uk/media/1906/station-usage-2019-20-statistical-release.pdf
About GFT
https://www.gft.com/uk/en/index/
GFT is driving the digital transformation of the world’s leading companies in the financial and insurance sectors,
as well as in the manufacturing industry. As an IT services and software engineering provider, GFT offers strong
consulting and development skills across all aspects of pioneering technologies, such as cloud engineering,
artificial intelligence, mainframe modernisation and the Internet of Things for Industry 4.0.
With its in-depth technological expertise, profound market know-how and strong partnerships, GFT implements
scalable IT solutions to increase productivity. This provides clients with faster access to new IT applications and
innovative business models, while also reducing risk.
Founded in 1987 and located in more than 15 markets to ensure close proximity to its clients, GFT employs over
7,000 experts. GFT provides them with career opportunities in all areas of software engineering and innovation.
The GFT Technologies SE share is listed in the Prime Standard segment of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (ticker:
GFT-XE).
www.gft.com
www.blog.gft.com
www.linkedin.com/company/gft-group/
www.twitter.com/gft
Your press contact:
Hannah Craig
Head of PHA North
The PHA Group, Bloc,
17 Marble Street
Manchester
M2 3AW
07794506274
gft@thephagroup.com
hannahc@thephagroup.com

About Greater Manchester Mayor’s Charity
https://gmmayorscharity.org.uk/
Greater Manchester Mayor’s charity is independent charity which believes homelessness has no place in Greater
Manchester. The charity works to bring Manchester’s people, businesses and communities together to pioneer
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new ideas and raise essential funds for vital work. The money raised enables the charity to support innovative
initiatives and make a tangible difference in the efforts to reduce and prevent homelessness in Greater
Manchester.
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